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Journal Policies 

 
1) Articles are considered for publication if: they have not been Published Previously or concurrently submitted for 
publication elsewhere. Related manuscripts that are in press or submitted elsewhere must be informed in the cover 
letter (usually first page of manuscript file) during submission. 

 
Figures or tables that have been published elsewhere must be notified, and permission of the copyright holder for 
both the online and print editions of the journal must be taken from publisher of work or editor of journal, in which 
the paper has been published. The permission must be submitted to the POJ editor, when authors are submitting the 
revised files (permissions not required during submission) 

 
(2) Authorship must be limited to those who have contributed substantially to the work. The corresponding author 
must have obtained permission from all authors for the submission of each version of the paper and for any change in 
authorship. 
The first and corresponding authors are mainly responsible for accuracy of results/data submitted for publication. 
However, co-authors have also responsibility for the entire paper as an accurate, verifiable report of the research. 
An author may list more than one contribution, and more than one author may have contributed to the same aspe ct of 
the work. 
(3)  All authors, members, reviewers, and editors must disclose any association that poses a Conflict of Interest in 
connection  with  the  manuscript.  Authors  must  acknowledge  all  funding  sources  supporting  the  work.  Recent 
collaborators, defined as people who have co-authored a paper or were a principal investigator on a grant with the 
author or member within the past 48 months, must be excluded as editors and reviewers. Other examples of possible 
conflicts include past or present association as thesis advisor or thesis student, or a family  relationship, such as 
a partner or parent–child relationship. Please see the below for details. 

 
(4) All work should be free of fabrication, falsification, and plagiarism as defined by worldwide  accepted scientific 
communities. 

 
(5) Completion of the online submission form electronically gives an exclusive license to publish the  work to 
the 
Southern Cross Publishing Group. If a paper is declined for publication, the license to publish is terminated. 

 
(6) The journal may distribute copies of an accepted article to the main web site of journal prior to publication and 
before worldwide distribution by scientific counterparts. 
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(7) Although Plant Omics majorly publishes papers in plant biology, but researches involving Human and Animal 
Participants and Clinical Trials must have been approved by the author's institutional review board. Authors must 
include in the Methods section a brief statement identifying the institutional and/or licensing committee approving 
the experiments. For all experiments involving human participants, authors must also include a statement confirming 
that informed consent was  obtained from all participants, or provide a statement why this was not necessary. 
All experiments must have been conducted according to the principles expressed in the Declaration of Helsinki. 
Authors must follow the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors' policy and deposit trial information 
and design into an accepted clinical trial registry before the onset of patient enrolment. 

 
(8) Materials and Data Availability. To allow others to replicate and build on work published in POJ, authors must 
make materials, data, and associated protocols available to readers. Authors must disclose  upon submission of the 
manuscript any restrictions on the availability of materials or information. Authors should include a statement in the 
methods section describing how readers will be able to access the data in the paper. Data not shown and personal 
communications  cannot  be  used  to  support  claims  in  the  work.  Authors  are  encouraged  to  use  SI  to  show  all 
necessary data or to deposit as much of their data as possible in community-endorsed publicly accessible databases, 
and when possible follow the guidelines. 
Authors must make Unique Materials (e.g., cloned DNAs; antibodies; bacterial, animal, or plant cells;  viruses; and 
algorithms and computer codes) promptly available on request by qualified researchers for their own use. Failure to 
comply will preclude future publication in the journal. 

 
(9) Databases: Before publication, authors must deposit large datasets (including microarray data, protein or nucleic 
acid sequences, and atomic coordinates for macromolecular structures) in an  approved database and provide 
an accession number for inclusion in the published paper. When no public repository exists, authors must provide 
the data as SI online or, in special circumstances when this is not possible, on the author's institutional website. 
Authors should contact the editorial office regarding special circumstances or privacy concerns. 

 
Protein   and   Nucleic   Acid   Sequences: Authors   must   deposit   data   in   a   publicly   available   database   such 
as GenBank, EMBL, DNA Data Bank of Japan, UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot, or PRIDE. 
Structural Studies: For papers describing structures of biological macromolecules and small molecules, the atomic 
coordinates and the related experimental data (structure factor amplitudes/intensities and/or NMR restraints) must 
be deposited at a member site of the Worldwide Protein Data Bank: RCSB PDB, PDBe, PDBj, or BMRB. The PDB 
ID should be included in the manuscript. 
Genomic and Proteomic Studies: Authors of papers that include genomic, proteomic, or other high-throughput data 
are required to submit their data to the NCBI gene expression and  hybridization  array data repository (GEO) 
or equivalent publicly accessible database and must  provide  the accession number. Access to the information in 
the database must be available at the time of publication. 

 
(10) Figure Preparation. No specific feature within an image may be enhanced, obscured, moved,  removed, or 
introduced.  The  grouping  or  consolidation  of  images  from  multiple  sources  must   be  made  explicit  by  
the arrangement  of  the  figure  and  in  the  figure  legend.  Adjustments  of  brightness,  contrast,  or  color  balance  
are acceptable  if  they  are  applied  to  the  whole  image  and  if  they  do  not  obscure,  eliminate,  or  misrepresent  
any information present in the original, including  backgrounds. Questions about images raised during image scree 
ning will be referred to the editors, who may request the original data from the authors for comparison with the 
prepared figures.   If   the   original   data   cannot   be   produced,   the   manuscript   may   be   rejected.   Cases   of   
deliberate misrepresentation of data will result in rejection of the paper and will be reported to the  
corresponding author's home institution or funding agency. Authors must obtain consent for publication of figures 
with recognizable human faces. 

 
(11) Errata. POJ publishes corrections for errors, made by the journal or authors, of a scientific nature that do not 
alter the overall basic results or conclusions of a published article. POJ articles may be retracted by their authors or 
by the editor because of pervasive error or unsubstantiated or  irreproducible data. Articles may be retracted, 
for example, because of honest error, scientific misconduct, or plagiarism. Errata are published at the discretion of 
the editors and appear as formal notices in the journal. 

 
Peer-Review Process 

 
The submitted manuscript will be initially checked be editor for quality, novelty and scientific merits. The editor will 
decided whether the manuscript should go to the peer-review process or to be declined immediately. This will take 
about one week. Authors whom their manuscripts have been declined will be notified by email within one week. If 
authors did not receive any notification within a week, this means that manuscript has gone through the peer-review 
process. The peer-review process will involve one editor and at least 2 qualified external peer=reviewers. The review 
process will take about 30-45 days. All stages of peer-review process can be tracked online. For more information 
about “How the review process works”, please click here: http://www.pomics.com/reviewprocess2.pdf 
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In the interests of transparency and to help readers to form their own judgements of potential bias, authors must 
declare  any  competing financial  and  scientific  interests in relation to the  work  described.  The  corresponding 
author is responsible for submitting a competin g interests statement  on behalf of all authors of the paper. 
This statement must be included in the cover page (firs page) of  submitted article file. The corresponding author 
will also be required to indicate the existence of a competing interest as part of the submission process. 

 
Human and Animal Rights 

 
For   articles   in Plant   Omics reporting   experiments   on   live   vertebrates   and/or   higher    invertebrates,   the 
corresponding author must confirm that all experiments were performed in accordance with relevant guidelines 
and regulations. The manuscript must include a statement identifying the institutional and/or licensing committee 
approving the experiments, including any relevant details, in the methods section. 
For experiments involving human subjects, authors must identify the committee approving the experiments, and 
include with their submission a statement confirming that informed consent was obtained from all s ubjects. 
For clinical manuscripts that include identifying information relating to participants (including  patients’ details, 
images, or videos), written informed consent for their publication must be obtained from the participants or their 
parent or legal guardian. This documentation must be provided at the time of submission. 

 
License agreement and author copyright 

 
Plant Omics does not require authors to sign a copyright for of their published original research  papers to 
the journal during submission process. However, authors should be aware that  submission  of paper to Plant 
Omics Journal means that all right have exclusively been granted to publisher and authors are aware of all journal 
policy and also responsible for all the scientific accuracy and possible future damages which might be raised by 
any third party bodies or persons.  Authors may be asked to sign and return a signed consent to publisher form 
later, when their manuscripts accepted for publication. The journal is fully open access Articles are published 
under a CC BY license (Creative   Commons  Attribution  4.0  International  License).  The  CC  BY  license  allows  
for  maximum dissemination and re-use of open access materials and is preferred by many research fun ding 
bodies. Under this license users are free to share (copy, distribute and transmit) and remix (adapt) the  
contribution including for commercial purposes, providing they attribute the contribution in the manner specified 
by the author or licensor . The CC BY-NC-ND and CC BY-NC-SA licenses are available on request. 
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